Happy Holidays, 2005

You’re doing a helluva job,  Rowey – GWB.
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The 17th edition. Expurgated. Politically correct
, as always.  Happy Holidays, not Happy Christmas, Happy Osiris Day (Egypt, featuring the birth of a baby from a virgin), Happy Lenaea, (the ancient Greek Festival of the Wild Women - which sounds fun), Happy Rohatsu (birth of Buddhism), Happy Shabe-Yalda  (Iranian Zoroastrianism), Happy Ramadan (Islam), Happy Saturnalia (Roman lecherism), Happy Alban Arthuan (Druids, who undoubtedly did something creatively naughty with mistletoe), Happy Hanukkah (Judaism), Happy Soyal (Hopi), Happy Inti Raymi (Inca), or Happy Long Night (Vampirism). If I missed anyone of you, sorry. 

Apparently unusual words are important. Mr Google says so.  “Dynamic and interesting nouns, adjectives and verbs can affect the whole atmosphere of what you are writing, and they can even affect the reader's mood when they read it”. This year’s word is: thaumaturgist.
  This year’s reader’s mood is as yet undetermined. And this year is also a YAK (yet-another-kwiz). Make the Xmas guests answer correctly before they get to eat. And, instead of that dull mathematical sudoku (and we all know you can’t solve the Diabolical level), this one is excitingly etymological.  

[This was originally going to be a theme on phobias: automatonophobia is the fear of ventriloquist’s dummies. How can you turn that idea down. But the phobia list, while fascinating, is incomplete. There is no name for fear of writing an Xmas letter, or for fear of receiving an Xmas letter (which surely deserves a name), or for fear of Dick Cheney.  There is of course a name for fear of Xmas itself: Claustrophobia. Bah-boom]

Dec 04

We do indeed eat turkey at Chez Tim&Fiona, and drink Dom Perignon. And very nice too. 

Q: what English words end in gry.
 

Jan 05. 

Rowena goes into hospital to have various now-unused female bits removed. This proves very traumatic (for the hospital). She is not an easy patient. She is not patient at all, in fact. After two days of the two hospital staples, beeping and gruel, the vet asks if she’d like to leave. You’ve never seen anyone move so fast. And in one of these revealing hospital robes, too.  Fiona stops being Realtor Girl, and becomes Executive Director of San Jose State Alumni Association, at which she gets to work a staggering 4 days a week. 

Q: what word has 5 consecutive vowels?

Feb 

We (and F&T) go to Tahoe for the skiing with Ann and Bill, staying at their son’s “cabin” (being 3000 sf, rustic it’s not). If you remember, Ann was my passenger in the famous 8-trips-in-a-week over Donner Summit a few years back. This time, the car does not break down (we take the other one).  Iain goes to England by himself to visit various cousins, and manages to deal with proper (albeit decimal) money and strangely sounding natives. 

Q: what words rhyme with orange?

Mar

F&T go to Paris for a delayed anniversary.  Our condo tenants moved out in Jan. Rowena decides to improve the place and arranges that there’s no possibility of paying taxes on it, by spending more than we could possibly get back. We start negotiations for the new granite counter top. I demolish the old counter (with Tim’s help; now that he’s practiced demolition on his own house, he’s quite good at it). 

Q: What word is a contranym (ie, is the opposite of itself)?

Apr

I get to ride the Police-1, San Jose’s Police helicopter (the neighbour is a cop, and arranges it, but apparently anyone can do it, if they only know to ask). We chase the bad guys, coordinate lots of cop cars on the ground, and buzz our and Fiona’s house at 300 feet. Lots of pictures. Very exciting.  Iain tires of his housemates (although the new place doesn’t leak) and moves into a room in a new place as a lodger. His room is bigger than any previous bedroom he’s ever had, and his bathroom is bigger than all previous bathrooms combined. And there is an indoor space for the Buick Beast. We go to Auntie’s 90th birthday in Ontario. F&T come too, but their cunning plan requires them to sleep on the floor all night in Atlanta airport, and therefore to see Ontario for a good 2 hours before they have to return. After a year and two months of marriage, F&T present us with a bonny bouncing granddog, which is officially called Cypress, but is also known as Mutley (see http://www.hedweb.com/benmogun/mutley.htm) or Poocher.   She is not in fact a mutt – she is a Wheaton Terrier, whose lineage traces back, via the Pilgrim Fathers, to the Doomsday Book.  Although something must have gone wrong, because clearly she has Kangaroo genes. 

Q: what word contains the 5 vowels in order?

May

Much of what happened in the next few months can be determined by the power tools rented: a trench digger (for the French drain, whose purpose is to drain the house of Frenchmen, and it seems to have worked, mais oui), rototiller, sod remover, and diamond-blade concrete saw (for which they charge by the thousandth-of-an-inch of blade shrinkage). Tim has now determined that the work done on the house was done precisely backwards. Luckily, to compensate, it was all massively over-engineered. Poocher decides to jump out of a moving car.  She was not injured.  Fiona was, mentally. 

Q: what word in English contain uu? 

Jun

Somewhere around here we build a fence and gate for Chez Marshall. Ann returns to check on the garden progress, which is being done do her exact specifications.  (Part of this involves rocks. The rocks are surplus Marshall family heirlooms, and are transported, a few boxes at a time, on a regular basis, in whatever vehicle is handy, from Palm Desert, where they temporarily reside after arriving from their native China.)

Q: what is the longest real English word?

Jul

Let’s talk in-laws. In-law is relative by marriage. Tim’s parents are unrelated to us, even by marriage (they probably like it that way). Why does English not have a word for the people who your children are in-laws of? (Why does English not have rules about sentence constructs like that... oh, it does?). There is a word in Hindi: samdhan. Back to the story: we all spend 4th July with the samdahns. Frank sells me his 8M Nikon digital camera. Rowena’s nephew Julian, niece Rebecca, and her boyfriend Petr arrive – their first time in North America. Apparently they use the Fiona Travel Service, because they too get to sleep on the floor in Atlanta. They rent a car, and also borrow Fiona’s CRV, and with Iain, Do the California Thing (Yosemite, Tahoe, Santa Cruz,…).  Including, of course, Gilroy Garlic ice-cream and kayaking on Monterey Bay; see the card. 

Q: what is the longest English word containing letters only once?

Aug:

Because of the relative influx, we miss the wedding celebration of nephew David and Zete-baby, which appears to involve drinking champagne on the top of a rented London bus; we could have managed that., and we were sorry to miss it. Iain is employed as Painter Boy by F&T, to paint the outside of their house. (No power tools required). He sleeps there, works there, and breakfasts here (because breakfast is an unknown meal in Marshall-land). Then he gets his first paid commission as Garden Boy from neighbour Darci.  Iain and I go to Laguna Seca to see historic cars racing round. (The best story is a little old lady who owned a 3-wheeler Morgan from the 30’s, which she registered as a motorcycle, because CA doesn’t know what to do with 3-wheeled cars. This was fine until CA passed the drive-a-motorcycle, wear a crash-helmet law). The best car was a 1933 Bentley; it’s on my gift list for Xmas. Nephew Gordon and girlfriend Lucy arrive for their annual visit, only this one is different, since they’re just passing through on the first part of a round-the-world trip.  (And involves spending Xmas with Nephew Neil, who has decided to doctor in Oz. Perhaps holding a scalpel is easier if you’re upside down).  I foolishly lend them my car, and they also Do the California Thing. My car comes back sounding like a sewing machine (it had previously sounded like a slightly quieter sewing machine); the mechanic shakes his head sadly. Could this be it? During this, it is rumoured that Fiona slept in a Yosemite tent cabin, which is a thing without a bathroom. (This unlikely story probably made up by the neocons after their triumphant success with WMDs).

Q: what is the longest word with a single vowel?

Sep:

I go on my now-annual visit to Helsinki (at least this time not in December), and drop in briefly on the relatives in England, and go to Taplow Court, where Rowena and I met umpty-er years ago.  (Now run by English - but still bald - Buddhists, and very nicely too). Iain is promoted to a genuine Cal Poly student.
 

Q: the sequence ough can be pronounced in how many ways?

Oct: 

Fiona is reprimanded by the Dean for improper dress; I knew the see-though shirt and 4” miniskirt was a bad idea. Rowena and I spend a week in Napili, on the west coast of Maui, overlooking the turtles (6 of them) swimming in the Pacific. And sunsets; ex-Frank’s camera is fully used. A condo there now runs $1M; should have bought one last time when they were only $475k. Iain won a scholarship and schmoozed with members of the international plant propagator's society, otherwise known as IPPS, in SLO. 

Q: what is the funniest word?
  

Nov:

I spend some quality time with Tim in his 18” crawlspace, installing the blower (or sucker) for the fancy stove ventilation system.  And him with drill in his hand, too. We build an elliptical ipe (Brazilian hardwood) deck outside the French doors, which requires more geometry and trigonometry than I remember, and more skill.  My car has the Miracle Flush treatment - $60, which makes it silent again. Yes, I still have it (211k miles). Yes, Rowena still hasn’t forgiven it (or me). After much nagging, we get a new garage door (with a working opener, for the first time in a decade), and I start the Garage Reconstruction Project, which is based on the idea that we will have cabinets, in front of paint, in front of primer, in front of drywall, in front of insulation.  (No, I don’t know why either). This requires everything to migrate to one side so that more demolition, and then construction, can occur. And the reverse, afterwards. Talk about chaos. It will be finished by next letter. Maybe. 

Q: how many words are there for drunk?

Dec:

That Xmas (sorry, I mean Holiday) thing sneaks up again. I hold FEMA responsible. They might not be able to handle hurricanes, but you’d think they could predict Xmas in time to warn me. But no.  A week to go, and not a single present bought, and not a single present even planned. I have a haircut. I have in previous epistles complained about the biggest disadvantage of old age (other than memory loss) being hair gain in the ear department. This time the hair cutter offered to trim my eyebrows. Sigh. F&T will spend Xmas with their in-laws in Palm Desert. No doubt more family rocks will be distributed, perhaps in socks hanging from the rock fireplace.  Iain, newly renovated by a nose-drilling into the sinus area, will return from SLO and Pooch-sit. We will be here. Happy weasels to you all. 

AlanTheReverend (), RowenaTheRadicalMilitantAccordingToTheFBI Librarian (), TimandFiona (), SLOBoy ().

� Unless you’re Republican


� One who does miracles – for example, writing an xmas letter in two hours, and having the readers not know that. If only. 


� Hungry, angry, and that’s it. 


� queueing


� There are none. Silver also has none. 


� There’s lots, amazingly. Left=departed/remained; bill=money or a demand for money; note similarly; peer=noble/equal; fast=speedy and fixed in place. 


� Abstemious, facetious (and more)


� Vacuum and continuum (and some far less common ones). Remember, nature abhors a continuum. 


�floccinaucinihilipilification. No points for antidisestablishmentarianism, Welsh place names, Hawaiian fish, medical terms, or songs made popular by Julie Andrews.   


� Uncopyrightable. Like these letters, because I stole the stuff from others. 


� strengths


� at least 8 commonly: tough, cough, bough, dough, thought, through, thorough, hiccough. Others are uncommon. Imagine learning English and being faced with Loughborough.  In fact, imagine being faced with Loughborough, period. 


� According to Dave Barry, weasel (not Loughborough). He contrasts the phrases "� HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Richard_Nixon" \o "Richard Nixon" �Richard Nixon� wearing a � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Necktie" \o "Necktie" �necktie�" with "Richard Nixon wearing a neck � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Weasel" \o "Weasel" �weasel�", and "Scientists have discovered a 23rd moon orbiting � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter" \o "Jupiter" �Jupiter�" with "Scientists have discovered a giant weasel orbiting � HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jupiter" \o "Jupiter" �Jupiter�." He concludes that weasel is a very funny word ("You can improve the humor value of almost any situation by injecting a weasel into it").


� Blasted, blitzed, blotto, bombed, fried, hammered, loaded, pickled, sloshed, smashed, soused, stewed, toasted, wasted. Plenty more. Plenty plenty more if you’re Glaswegian or Aussie. And these Eskimos think that words for snow are important.  
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